TEACHER: 

Provide 3 different soil samples for testing – small amounts needed only. For each specimen you will take two spoon fulls of soil – place in a graduated cylinder – add one – 3 drops of dawn detergent  and shake for 2 minutes. Let stand for 1 full day for best results!

Lab – Parts of the Soil

Objective: _______To visualize the parts of soil – sand silt and clay_________

Hypothesis: 

Specimen #1 ____________________________________________________________

Specimen #2 ____________________________________________________________

Specimen #3 ____________________________________________________________

3 specimens: 


explain color, texture, appearance if different for each. 

ID #1


ID #2


ID #3

____________
____________
_____________ 

____________
____________
_____________ 

____________
____________
_____________ 

____________
____________
_____________ 

____________
____________
_____________ 

____________
____________
_____________ 

Volume of soil in Graduated Cylinder 

Sp #1

_________________________

Sp #2

_________________________

Sp #3

_________________________

Steps:

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.

Volumes after 1 full day

Sp #1







% of total

Sand (bottom most layer) 
____________________

___________

Silt (middle layer) 

____________________

___________

Clay (top later)

____________________

___________

Other 



____________________

___________

Sp #1







% of total

Sand (bottom most layer) 
____________________

___________

Silt (middle layer) 

____________________

___________

Clay (top later)

____________________

___________

Other 



____________________

___________

Sp #1







% of total

Sand (bottom most layer) 
____________________

___________

Silt (middle layer) 

____________________

___________

Clay (top later)

____________________

___________

Other 



____________________

___________

Results: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Conclusions: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

